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Holy Orders, G. 
nE ancient rite und practice 
of Ordination may be nb woe 
ſrom the wordy of St. Paul, 1. 
W Tim. v. 22. Lay bands 1 2 
on no man; neither be par- 
faker of other nen 4 ns keep 


thyſelf” pure. . . e 

At the 17th verſe, he lays down this rule of 
direction about the encouragement due to thoſe 
miniſters of Chrift,, who behaved wöll in their 
holy function. Les the Elders, that ruf well, e 
counted worthy of double bonour; eſpecially they, 

„ obo. labour in the word, and doftrine.” i. e. ate 
| L not wu employed, but take great pains, in the 
work of the miniſtry (a), For (as he adds, verſc 
4 18.) the ſeripture faith : Thou ſbalt not muzzle. 
\\ the ox that treadeth out the corn; and, The la, 

\ ha „ , 
. Aliud enim erat docere, & laborate in verbo 4 Aliud docendl _ 


nun gs, adeoque titulum Preſbyteri, igentius ſuſtinere. 
6 4 W. Seldm 7 Gn lib. 2. cap. 7. ſec. 7. 


(4) | 

 bourer is worthy of his hire, In the next 
place, he proceeds, to ſhew, on the other hand, 

what courſe was proper to be taken with thoſe, 

that might be reported to behave ill in the ſa- 


cred office, In which caſe, St. Paul directs Ti- | 


mothy: to act with ſome caution, and not to be o- 
ver- haſty in believing every ſtory to their diſad- 
vantage: becauſe the miniſters of the goſpel 
might have their enemies, whoſe envy and ma- 
lice would prompt them, to blaſt their valuable 
characters, in order to deſtroy their credit, and 
uſefulneſs in the church. (verſe 19.) Againſt an 
Elder receive not an accuſation, but before two, 
or three, witneſſes, —Nevertheleſs, if, upon due 
_ enquiry, and clear evidence, any ſuch perſon 
was found guilty, of the things laid to his charge, 
= was to be ſpared no more than any other man, 
but brought under public cenſure, for a warning 
to others. (verſe 20.) Them, that fin, rebuke before 

all; that others alſo may fear. And, ſince it 
was a matter of great conſequence to the honour; 
and the intereſt, ; of the chriſtian church, that 
the rules of diſcipline were obſerved with ſtrict 
impartiality towards all, clergy, as well as laity; 
therefore, in the moſt folemn manner, ſays the 
apoſtle (verſe 21.) I charge thee before GoD, and 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the elect angels, that 
thou obſerve . theſe things, without preferring one 


before another, doing nothing by partiality,— 


After all, it is much better to prevent ſcandal, 
if poſſible, but more eſpecially the ſcandal of 


bad miniſters, than to have any occaſion to re- 


move it afterwards, by an act of diſcipline: * F 
047 EG 302 that 
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(5) 
that great care ſhould be taken, that no unwor- 
thy perſons be ordained to the facred office of 
the chriſtian miniſtry, And thus the important 
words above referred to, as containing in them 
a view of the ancient right and practice of 


ordination,” come in; (verſe 22.) Lay hands 
' ſuddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other 


mens fins, keep thyſelf pure (6). But now, 
that I have mentioned ordination, which, as all 
know, is performed with ſolemn faſting and 
prayer, hard exerciſe for ſuch weakly conſtitu- 
tions as thine: It is adviſeable to take proper 
care of thy health; that ſo thou mayeſt be able 
to bear the fatigue of ſuch laborious work. 


Therefore, 


(cb) Dr. Hammond ſuppoſes the apoſtle to refer, to the lay ing on 
of hands in ab/olving penitents. But, in order to make out the con- 
nexion, he, according to cuſtom, brings in the Gnoſtics3 and at the 
ſame time proceeds upon a wrong notion, vis. that the Gnoſtics 


, abſtained from wine. Vid. Le- Clerc, and Whitby, Beſides, 


other good reaſons are alleged againſt his interpretation, by the 
learned biſhop of Morceſler. (1.) ** Becauſe St. Paul had not men- 
* tioned laying on of hands, in relation to penizents, in this epiſ- 


« tle; but he had done it with reſpe& to Ordination, and that in 

Timothy's own caſe, chap, iv. 14. (2.) Becauſe the apoſtle in 
this epiſtle, gives no rules concerning the gua/ifications of pe- 
nicents, ſaying nothing what penitents were to be reconciled, 
and after what time, and under what conditions, they were to 
have hands laid on them, in toten of reconciliation ; nor is 
there a concurrent evidence of ſuch a practice ſo early in the 
church; but he had given rules, touching biſhops, and deacons, 
and their qualifications ; and therefore we have more cauſe to 
© apply it according to the chief intention and deſign of\this 
<< .epiltle. (3.) Becauſe the great uſe of laying on of hands, in 
the new teſtament, is for the ſetting perſons apart for the 
«« diſcharge of a ſacred office; ſo was it. in the firſt inſtitution of 

deacons, Acts vi. 6. and of Paul and Barnabas to a particu- 
% Jar A Acts xiii. 2, 3. This was an antient ceremony 
*« among the Jeaus, in the ſolemn deſignation of perſons to ſa- 
* cred offices. Num, xxvii. 183 23. Dev. xxxiv. . either to 


10 
40 
«6 


be rulers or teachers in their ſy nagogues ; and from thence is 


* way 


| EET | , 
Therefore, as it follows in the next verſe, (verſe 
23.) Drink no longer water, (i. e. only,) but uſe 
a little wine for thy flomach's ſake, and thine, of- 
ten infirmities.—- I ſhall conclude this enquiry in- 
to the true ſenſe and meaning of the Apoſtle, with 


Dr, Whithy's words, in bis note on the 25th verſe 


of the chapter, which will point out the con- 
nexion to the end of it. The antient Greek 
« expolitors, . with Grotius, refer theſe words 
e to Ordination, thus: When I ſaid, Lay band. 
« ſuddenly on no man; 1 ſpake not of men, 
* whoſe good or bad works are manifeſt before 


* hand; for they, without further diſcuſſion, - 


, may be admitted, or rejected; but of thoſe, 


4 whole vices or good works, are latent; for 


<« they, after examination, and enquiry, can- 
% not be long hid: And fo, if thou be not 
* haſty in laying on of hands, thou timely 
« mayeſt diſcover them; or, if by this means 
thou canſt not do it, thou wilt not be parta- 


« ker with the ſinner, as having done as much 


as was in thy power to diſcover them.” 


Thus then, if we underſtand the Apoſtle, in the 


place above referred to, to ſpeak of Ordination, the 
notion 
* was brought into the church, in the ſolemn deſignation of per- 
«- ſons to the miniſtry. And (3.) If theſe words do not relate to 
« ordination, St. Paul would have given Timothy no particular 
« direction about that, which was one main part of his office ; 
<« wherefore, as he left Titus at Crete, to ordain elders in every 
„ cityz; ſo doubtleſs Timothy had the fame commiſſion, which 
c« yet is no where intimated; but in theſe words: And accordi 

4 to their ſenſe, the follow ing words are capable of a very 

% meahing, thus: Be not partaker of the fins of them, who, 
4 raſhly, and without due qualifications, ruſh- upon ſaered of- 
« fices; for, by want of due examination, and trial, thou wilt 
© become partaker of their guilt,” Dr. Whitby in loc. 


. 
Sen — . 
* * 
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notion agrees to the context, both before and after, 


perfectly well. And, further to confirm this inter- 
pretation, it were an eaſy matter, to ſhow, that the 
words can fairly admit no other conſtruction *. 
From hence, therefore, it is natural to ob- 
ſerve, that. The ordination of goſpel-miniſters 
is a religious rite and practice, authorized and 
- warranted by the holy ſcriptures. | 
Ordination has always been conſidered as a 
buſineſs of importance, and much debate has 
ſubſiſted among chriſtians, upon this ſubject. 
I propoſe, therefore, 


FIRST, To explain the notion and deſign 
of Ordination, | 

SECONDLy, Conſider the proper form, and 
manner, of it. 1 os 

THI1RDL v, Shew the reaſonableneſs and 
propriety of continuing the practice, in the 
chriſtian church, Ad BS 

FouRTHLy, Make a reply to ſome ob- 
jections. | 1 | 


S KGT IU IC L 
E be notion and defign of Ordination explained. 
Y Ordination, I underſtand a ſolemn ſetting 
apart of perſons to the chriſtian miniſtry, 


or, to ſome ſpecial work, and ſervice, in the 


10 = 
chtiſtian 
. - ts t Xx * 
. - c * 


9 See note li) 


chriſtian church (c). And ſo, the proper ellen 
"of Ordination, I preſume, is not to infuſe any 
© particular gifts, or qualifications into the perſons 
i ordained ; but, ſuppoſing them to be compe- 
tently qualified for the miniſterial work already, 
lf to {ct them apart t with peculiar folemnity unto it, 
and with a pious recommendation of them, to 
the, bleſſing of God in it. Thus, e. g. when 
Barnabas and Saul were ſeparated to the work, 
wbereunto the Holy Ghoſt had called them; 
by that ſolemn action they were recommended to the 
grace of God, for the ſaid work (4d). So that, 
their O cdainers did no more than pray 
with, and for them; and eatneſtly implore 
* the divine bleſſing upon their future labours. 
- In which Tenſe Chrif's miniſters are ordained 
% now-a-days, or ſeparated unto their great and 
et ſolemn work (e);“ that is, with peculigr 2 


2 


— S umity. Moreover, St. Paul ſays to Titus; 


* For this cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou 
40 fhouldeft et im order the "things that” are 
« wanting, and ordain Elders, in every city (GH). 
Hence it appears, that, at the firſt con- 


« yerſion'of tlie Cretions to the faith, they had 


no Biſhops or Preſbyters ſet over them, but 
had all. their church. offices performed by men 
*« aſſiſted by that holy ſpirit, which Gop ſhed on 
as them OY We faith in Cbriſt, 


l 144150 IT * chap. 
' FM w_ 4ar xiii. 2. Rome, 71.1 ren v. 40. Au. s. 
05 . Acts xiti. 3 5 Zud 114 8 34 4 $931 * 


Ig. Vol. 2. p. 52. 
G0 Tim g. We 
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£1 1 (4, Dr. Benſon, Hiſt. of the firſt 1 of the e. Re. 


. — n n.. 
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(9) 

* chap. iii. 6. though out of theſe Biſhops and 
t Deacons uſually were choſen. But then, it 
ce is obſervable, that things were then wanting; 
e or, that this was a deficiency in that church:“ 
ſays Dr. Whitby (g). Therefore, as the colla- 
tion of Hpiritual gifts, already received in great 
' abundance did not ſuperſede the neceſſity of or- 
daining proper officers in every church; becauſe / 
the churches were wanting, and deficient with- 


+ out them; ſo, on the other hand, the Ordina- 


tion of ſuch officers was not intended, to con- 
fer any extraordinary gifts upon them. For, be- 
ſides that theſe officers uſually were choſen out 
of . thoſe perſons, that already had the ſaid gifts, 


as we obſerved before; it is farther to be conſi- 


dered, that neither Titus, nor any other perſon 
below the character of an apoſtle, appears to 
have had the power of imparting the ſpiritual 
gifts; but the contrary (5), Conſequently the 
conferring of thoſe gifts could not be the proper 
end and deſign of Ordination. 

The caſe of Timothy may be thought, perhaps, 
an exception, for what St. Paul ſays to him. 
Meglect not the gift, that is in thee, which was 

given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the 
bands of the Preſbytery (i). But, not to inſiſt 
that Timothy's caſe was extraordinary, as being 
done by prophecy; the gift conferred upon him, 
whatever it was, he did not receive by, but only 
with, the laying on of the hands of the Preſbytery; 


that 
2 Expoſ. in loc. 
4) See As viii, 14—16. and Dr, Benſen's hiſtory &c. Vol. 
1. p. 157. 
li) 1 Tim, iv. 14. 


— 


(1) - 
that is, together with it, and at the ſame time 
that this ceremony was performed over him at 


his Ordination (). For, in truth, the ſaid gift 


was conferred upon Timathy by the hands of an 
apoſtle, viz. St. Paul himſelf ; who appears 
to have been preſent on that folemn occaſion, 


and probably was inſpired with the particular 


prophecy relating to it. This may be clearly e- 
nough inferred from his own words Wherefore 1 
put thee in remembrance, that thou fiir up the 

gift of Gop, which is in thee, by the putting on 
Y my hands (0. The different form of expreſ- 
ſion in the two paſſages compared together, is 
very obvious; and, if well obſerved, removes 
all appearance of difficulty. —— Should any one 
aſk, why St. Paul mentioned the laying on of 
the hands of the Preſbytery | ? The anſwer, I 
think, is eaſy, viz, that he did it, as an incen- 
five, to excite Timothy, not to neglect his divine 


gift, but duely improve it, in the diligent diſ- 
charge of that ſacred office, to which he was ſo- 


lemnly ſet apart at the very time that he received 
His gift. With the ſame view, as I ſuppoſe, he 
put Timothy in remembrance of his gift again, 
wiz. to ſtir bim up (m), to kindle his zeal and 
Teſolution in the glorious cauſe he had- under- 

taken, 


(4) vers 201 lere, To e Tov ayer PuTegiov. 
(1) 2 Tim. i. 6. Jud Ths enivtws TW Yelpan j400. 


u) 2 Tim. i. 6. dvaZwavpziv. As Timothy had an infirm con- 


ſtitution (ſee 1 Tim. v. 23.) he was liable te be too low-ſpirited, 
and leſs active than the duties of his function required; and ſo, he 
might have ſome occaſion for ſuch admonitions, 


„ 
7 
1 


— = 


0 
taken (n). From Timothy's caſe then no evi- 
dence ariſeth, that any other than apoſtles had 
the diſtinguiſhiog honour, under Gop the proper 
donor, of conferring the ſpiritual gifts; but the 


contrary may be inferred from his very inſtance. 


And, though ſome writers have ſuppoſed, that 


- Anamas conferred the Holy Ghoſt upon Saul (o); 
this notion K difallowed and diſproved by 


others (P). 

[ bite 1 , that Timothy 's caſe was extra- 
ordinary; z and it doth not appear, that any ſpi- 
ritual gifts were commonly conferred upon per- 
ſons, at the time of their Ordination. Conſe- 
ſequently, Ordination, as a ftanding rite, and 
a ſtated practice, in the chriſtian church, was 
not defigned for that end and purpoſe. It isra- 
tional to think, that Barnabas and Saul had the 
ſpiritual gifts, before hands were laid on them 
at the time of their ſolemn miſſion to the Gen- 
ws ). The ſeven Deacons alſo were men full 

the Holy Ghoſt, before even the apoſtles laid 

45 2 on them, to ſet them apart for their of- 
fice (7). And, when Paul and Barnabas or- 
dained Elders in every church ( / ) ; there is no 
f 2 inti- 


(x) This conſtruction ſcems to agree with the next verſes, 7, 
8. and the verb avapuwpno:o governs two accuſatives, zone of the 


* perſon, another of the ug. 1 Cor. iv. 17. So that, I take St. 


Paul's meaning to be 45 ] put thee in mind of the gift, which 
« js in thee by the laying on of my hands. to ſtir up, or to ani- 

mate thee,” The following pa ſſage may ſerve for illuſtration. 
e e x &i Het cv F TAAW 1 ννανν Sun yl 
pero Yavetwavguuer. Plato, Char mid. 

(% As ix. 17, 18. 

(p) See Dr. Benſon, Hiſt. Vol, 1. chap. 7. ſect. 3, 

) As xiii, „2, 3. See Dr. Lightfoot in loc. 

(r) Ads vi. 3 — 6. (/ 485 xiv. 23. 


r 
14 . 


with peculiar ſolemnity unto it, and with a 


- (though i it gives a particular ſolemnity to the is. 
_ cred action) it is — © only a geſture in prayer, | 


(12) 


timation of their conveying any extraordinary 


gifts to the ſaid Elders at the ſame time. To all 


which let me add, the conferring of ſpiritual 
gifts is never called by the name of Ordination. 
Theſe two things therefore are very different, 
and diſtinct from each other; and fo they ought 
not to be confounded together. | 

Upon the whole then, I conclude that, as I 
ſaid before, © The proper deſign of Ordination 
« js not to infuſe any particular gifts, or qualifi- | 
s cations into the perſons ordained ; but, fu 


e ſing them to be competently qualified for the | 


© miniſterial work already, to ſet them apart 


* ous recommendation of them to the bleſſing 
* of Gopin it.” As to laying on of bands, |} 


e that imports a de/ignation of the perſon fo 
« prayed over: ſays Biſhop Burnet (t). 


EEC T-1,0.N I 
The manner and form of Ordination confidered. 


E who profeſs to make the ſcripture our 

rule, muſt look for this form; in the 
Holy Scriptures themſelves. Now, the ſcripture 
2 and manner of Ordination plainly is, by 
faſting and prayer, and impoſition of hands. 
Thus, e. g. in the caſe of Barnabas _ 
Sau 


(e) Expoſ. on artic. 2 155 
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(13) 

Saul; when they had faſted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them, they ſent them 
away (u). The ſame method was prac- 
tiſed by theſe. two illuſtrious perſons them 
ſelves, in fixing proper Paſtors over the 
churches; which they had planteed (and from 
their way of proceeding we may learn, what 
was the common practice of all the other apoſ- 
tles, and conſequently of the whole chriſtian 
church.) For they ordained Elders in every 
church with prayer, and faſting (w). I grant, 
in this latter caſe, impoſition of hands is not fo 
expreſsly named, as in the former. But the 
manner of expreſſion in the original (x) may 
aptly enough refer to it, and indeed naturally 
includes it, according to the fixed notion of or- 
daining Elders, as eſtabliſhed by common uſe 
and cuſtom: 

Says a learned and judicious writer, Though 
© the word X79 was originally uſed by the 
© Greeks in a peculiar ſenſe, viz. to fretch out, 
« or lift up the hand; as the people did, when 
te they gave their votes in popular elections; yet 
te jt came in time to be uſed in a larger ſenſe, 
« and to ſignify nothing more, than barely to 


e appoint, or conſtitute. For, it is uſed by ſe- 


« veral Greek authors concerning one perſon's 
te appointing another to an office; as Dr. Ham- 
* mond on this place hath abundantly ſhewn. 
And here it is predicated of the rue apoſtles, 


«© and 
(2) Ads xiii. 3. yz 
(ww) As xiv. 23. 
(x) Y£poToMoaTes« 


(14) 
te and not of the people (y). The ſame thing 


' hath been proved beyond all exception by other 
great critics alſo (). And in this ſenſe the word 


is uſed in other paſſages of ſcripture (a). It is 
to no purpoſe then, that ſome writers (5) con- 


tend, that the word in queſtion doth not ſignify 


ordaining, according to, it's primary ſenſe and 
meaning. For, what they alledge, diſproves 
not the notion, that it had this:fignification in 
the days of the apoſtles; or, that it was their 
common practice to ordain by impoſition of hands. 
It is obſervable, that Theopbylact uſeth this very 
word to expreſs St. Paul's laying his hands on 
Timothy (c). And as the hands of the Ordainers 


are ſtretched out, at the ordination- prayer, to be 


laid on the perſon ordalned; St. Lakes expreſ- 
ſion, even according to the proper notation! of 
the word, may be ſuppoſed to glance at the im- 
poſition of hands, as Was hinted before. Be- 
cauſe, it's derivative is uſed to expreſs the gef- 
ture of ſtretching out the hands in prayer (d). 
But, what I would chiefly inſiſt upon is, that 
the language of St. Luke in the paſſage afore- 


ſaid, naturally includes impoſition of hands, in 
the 


(y) Dr. Benſon. Hiſt. Sc. Vol. 2. p. 43. Notes. 

(z) Selden de Synedr. lib. 1. cap. 14. lib. 2. cap. 7, oo 7 
H. Grot:de imper. ſum, poteſt. circ. ſacra, cap. 10. 

(a) Acts x. 4t, 2Cor. viii. 19. 


% Sir Norton Knatchbull in lac. Calderwood altar. Demaſcen. 


"= $2 Se. 


le) dre os £y<1porovouv E710%0mov. Theophylact, i in 2 Tim. i. 16. 
(4) Kavere Saudi 


Xe1poToveus Ns i. e. 


Audite juſtiſimam protenſit manibus Faden. Af 


ebyl. ſept. contr. Theb. 


. 


* 


( 15) 


che common and eſtabliſhed notiot of 0rdaining 


YL 
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4 
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Elders. Becauſe this was the form of Ordina- 
tion in the Few!/b church; from whence (toge- 
ther with the name, and the office of Elders, 
as is generally ſuppoſed) it was derived into the 
Chriſtian church (e).--- That Ordination was 
practiſed by the antient eus: we have not on- 
ly the teſtimony of their own writers; but a col- 
lateral proof alſo from the ſame practice among 
the antient Perſians: between whoſe religious 
rites, and thoſe of the Jeus a great ſimilitude 
is obſerved. * For, all the ſacred orders were 


regularly ordained ; and no man was allowed 


eto take upon him the prieſthood of his own 
* accord (/). ---But, in reſpect to impoſition of 
bands in ordination ; as we can trace it back to 
Moſes in the Fewiſb church (g), ſo, we have 

the cleareſt evidence that can be, of it's being 
always uſed from the very beginning of the 
chriſtian church. For, when the Seven Dea- 
cons were ordained to their office ; ; It was by im- 
poſition of hands (). And when Timothy was or- 
dained to the work of an Evangeliſt; it was alſo by 
impoſition of hands (i). St. Paul ſays of himſelf, 

that he was ordained a preacher, and apoſile, and 


teacher of the Gentiles (k). And again; that he 


was called to be an apoſtle, ſeparated to the 8ſpe 


(e) Vid. Selden ubi ſupra & Not. in Eutych. orig. artic, 10, 
(f) Hyde religio vet. Perſ. cap. 28, & > 

(g Numb. xxyii. 18, &c. 

(5) As vi. 336. 

(i) 1 Tim. iv, 14. 2 Tim. iv. 5. confer Eph. iv. 2. 

(4) 1 Tim. ii. 7. | 
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of Gop(I). In theſe declarations he ſeems plainly to 
refer, and appeal, to that public and ſolemn tranſ- 
action at Antioch, mentioned in the acts of the 
apoſtles (m). Now there were in the church, 
that was at Antioch, certain prophets, and teach- 
ers, &c.—as they miniſtred to the Lord, and faſ- 
ted, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, s PARATE me Barna- 
bas, and Saul, for the work whereunto I have 
called them. And when they had v aSTED, and 
PRAYED, AND LAID THEIR HANDS on them, 
they ſent them away. Here then, we have 4 
form of Ordination + either dictated, or at leaſt 
approved by the Holy Ghoſt. If it was the 
former; we may be fully aſſured the-firſt Ordai- 
nors would never vary from it, but keep cloſely to 
it, in ſetting perſons apart for the ſacred officesof the 
church. But ſuppoſe, on the other hand, the Ho- 
lyGhoſt only gave a general order about ſeparating 
Barnabas and Saul for their great work, without 
directing the particular manner: then I aſk, How 
came the perſons, concerned in that ſolemn 
tranſaction, to ſet them apart by Faſting and 
prayer, and impoſition of bands, but becauſe, this 
method and form of Ordination was ſo well 
known, and ſo conſtantly practiſed, as that they 


readily fell into it of their own accord, without 


any particular direction. And fince the Spirit of 
God did direct them to no other form; he muſt 


be 
(1) Rom. i. 1. (m) As xiii, 1--3: 


+ The ſeparation or appointment, or Ordination by the 
church of Antioch was not to the apoſtleſhip, but to a particular 
ſervice. The apoſtleſhip, and Ordination, or appointment to it, 


cannot be from men, but only from God and Chr}. 


- 


— 


1 


"ea. 7 _ 


* 
of 
1 


3 


W 


0 
lb? * 


be underſtood, to approve of that in common 


uſe. 


In a word; If ſome writers are of opinion, 
* that impoſition of hands no accidental, but 
« a neceſſary rite of due Ordination (),“ they 
ſeem to have ſome reaſon for it. Becauſe, it is 
even put for Ordination itfelf, as in other 
places (o), ſo particularly in the paſſage above 
cited, 1 Tim, v. 22. And when St. Paul ſays, 


Lay hands ſuddenly on no man. This exception 


confirms the rule. Let no one fay then, by 
way of diſparagement, that it is only a cere- 


mony (p); fince it is a goſpel ceremony, an apoſ- 
tolical practice and appointment. 


SECTION: BM 


The reſonableneſs and propriety of «continuing 
4z* Oraination in the chriſtian church. 


a kW * 
HET HER the thing be abſolutely 


N * neceſſary in all caſes, is not the queſtion; 


at leaſt with me, whatever it may be with o- 
thers. 


(n) Dr. Whitby on x. Tim. iv. 14. 

(o) 1 Tim. iv. 14. , Hebr.viiaz. See Dr. Lighfozt. Op, 
vol. 2. p. 140. | : | 

% The word ceremony, in a ſacred ſenſe, properly denotes a 
religious ſervice, or ſolemnity : and ſo may be applied to the 
whole of Ordination. (Majores noſtri ſtatas ſolenneſque ceremo- 
nias, &c. Valer. Maxim.) But, impoſition of hands, appears to be 
a more peculidr, anddiinQive part of it, n praying for 
the orgained perſon. Becauſe, any one may pray for him ; but, 
Ordination being an a& of the Preſbytety, according to, 1 Tim. 


iv. 14. it is properly performed by the impoſition of their hands, 
accompanied with ſolemn prayer. 


S 


(287) 


thers. For, in all matters of moment, caſes 
of neceſſity are conſidered as exempted caſes; 


and ſo they cannot be pleaded, or faitly urged 
in bar of a general rule, where the like neceſſity 
doth not occur. Neceſſity, we ſay, bath no law, 
But it would be wrong to infer therefore, that 


there is no ſuch thing as law, which men are 


bound in reaſon and equity to obſerve. It will 
then be ſufficient for my preſent purpoſe, if I 
can prove the great expediency of Ordination ; 
and thereby evince the reaſonableneſs, and pro- 
priety of continuing the practice, as a ſtanding 
rite in the chriſtian church. 

To this end, I ſhall take one thing for granted; 


viz, that a ſtanding miniſtry is an tion of 


Chriſt, ſuitable to the nature and deſign of his 
religion, as calculated for the benefit of all ages, 


down to the end of the world. Becauſe, as the 
natural occaſions of mankind will always require 


ſome aſſiſtance in their enquiries after truth, and 
ſome encitements to the practice of their duty; 
ſo, a poſitive revelation, ſuch as the goſpel is, 
cannot be learned, without poſitive inſtruction: 
beſides, that proper perſons are neceſſary to 
guide the devotion of chriſtian aſſemblies in 
public worſhip.—Accordingly, when Chriſt gave 
his apoſtles their commiſſion ; he promiſed to 
be with them always even to the end of the 
world (q). A promiſe that manifeſtly refers 
to a long and laſting ſucceſſion of chriſtian mi- 


niſters, as well as of churches; and it is but a 


poor criticiſm, that would limit and reſtrain it 
to 


) Matth, xxviil. 20, 
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(19) 
to the perſons of the apoſtles, or to that parti- 
cular age. It is certain, the apoſtles themſelves, 
who had the ſpirit of truth, to guide them 
into the whole truth (r) of the goſpel- ſcheme; 
underſtood the promiſe in this latitude and ex- 
tent. Becauſe, they provided for a ſucceſſion 


of goſpel-miniſters, by ordaining Elders, or 


Preſbyters, in every church (/). And, until 
ſuch a proviſion was made; the churches were 


conſidered as deficient (7), for want of ſtated 
Paſtors, and Teachers (u); and ſo, they would 


be deficient ſtill, without ſome proviſion of the 
ſame kind. The holy ſcriptures, I acknow- 
ledge, are a ſufficient rule of faith and practice 
to the chriſtian church; if rightly underſtood, 
and duely applied. But the ſufficiency of ſcrip- 
ture is unfairly alledged, as an argument againſt 
the neceſſity, and uſefulneſs, of a ſtanding mi- 
niſtry (w). For, this, being a goſpel-inſtitu- 
tion, and ſo one material part- of the goſpel- 
ſcheme ; the ſufficiency of the ſcriptures ought, 
in all reaſon, to be conſidered, not in oppoſition 
to a ſtanding miniſtry, but in conjunction with 
it. And, though the ſcripture is able to make 
the man of Gop (or the minifter of Gop) per- 


fee, thoroughly furniſhed to every good work (x) 


in his holy fuuction: doth it follow from thence, 
that the common-people, want not the aſſiſtance 
of living teachers, and guides in religion ? had 
not the Few church a written rule, perfect 


C 2 enough 
(r) John xvi. 13- - (/) Ads xiv. 23. 
. (u) Eph. iv. 2. 


(ww) See Indep. Whig. (x) 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 


2 440) 
enough i in it's kind, together with a ſtanding 
miniſtry ?—lt is but a trifling diſpute about 
words, for men to argue againſt any diſtinction 
between the clergy and laity, from the apoſtle's 
ſaying (y) Feed tbe flock of GoD—neither as be- 
ing lords over God's HerITAGE (z); by 
| which they underſtand, perhaps rightly, the . 
| chriſtian people, For, in this very place St. g 
Peter 3 a plain diſtinction between the 
Paſtors, and the flock ; that is to ſay, the miniſ- 
ters, and the people. So, likewiſe doth the 
apoſtle to the Hebrews, when he ſays (a): Re- 
member them, which have the rule over you, + 
who bave ſpoken fo you the word of Gop, &c. 
eſides, the Jeuiſh church is often called Gop's 
heritage (0). And yet, as I obſerved before, 
there was a ſtanding miniſtry in that church, 
and a fixed order of men, to perform the ſacred 
© offices of religion. To proceed then: 

If the work of the chriſtian miniſtry is to be 
continued through all ages; it muſt be highly 
requiſite, that proper perſons be ſet apart for 
this holy work. Becauſe, the work cannot be 
carried on without hands: and improper hands 
might do more hurt than good. So that, if e- 
very man hath a right to do all the good, he can; z 
yet, as no man hath a right to do miſchief; 

there is a plain neceſſity, for a tryal of men's a- 
| bilities and qualifications for the ſacred office of 
| the miniſtry, before, they are ſolemnly ſet a- 

part to it, And, ſhould any one, either from a 


high 
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| (a) Heb. Xiii. 7. (5) Ferem. ii. 7. Xii. / —9, &c. 


(21) 
high conceit, or, out of a ſecret ſuſpicion, of 
himſelf, decline ſuch a trial, and refuſe to com- 
ply with the probationary methods, that com- 
mon prudence directs, and pious cuſtom hath 
eſtabliſhed ; he is in manifeſt danger to intro- 


' duce a far worſe ꝓractice by ſuch a precedent ; 


in danger of opening a door to unqualified per- 
ſons, to the great prejudice and ſcandal of reli- 


gion. Let thoſe alſo be firſt proved {c), was St. 


Paul's direction to Timothy, in appointing 


church-officers even of the lower kind; and much 


more thoſe of a ſuperior order, as his words 
imply: and for this very reaſon, he deſcribed 


their proper qualifications in fo particular a 


manner (4).— Theſe directions, I ſay, were 
given to Timothy: which leads us to enquire, 
who are the proper judges in this caſe ? now, 
here, ordinis eſt ordinare, ſeems to be a right 
maxim. And, undoubtedly the ordainers have 
a right, to judge of their own act; and to be 


. previouſly ſatisfied about the miniſterial abili- 


ties, and qualifications of the perſon, or perſons 


{to be ordained, Nay, they are indiſpenſably 


liged to inform themſelves duely, upon this 
head. Becauſe, they muſt lay hands ſuddenly, 
on no man; that ſo they may not be parighers of 
other men's fins, and make themſelves accoun- 
table for the evil conſequences of ordaining un- 
fit, and unqualified perſons. We muſt not here, 
out of a falſe or miſguided zeal for the rights, 
to the ſubverſion of the rules, of the chriſtian 
church, as a well ordered ſociety, fixed under 


roper 
6) 1. Tim, il, 16, (4) Bid. verſe 1.7. prope 
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22) | 
proper regulations, and formed upon the foot 
of a poſitive divine inſtitution; I ſay, we muſt 
not here confound Ordination with election of 
miniſters, which are two different things. That 
It 1s an antient right belonging to the people, to 
chuſe their own miniſters, I diſpute not; but, to 
ordain them is another thing. Thus, the Sever 
Deacons, were choſen by the people ; but, that 
choice was not their Ordination, For, they 
were ordained to their office by the apoſtles, 
after the election was made by the people (e). 
Therefore, election and Ordination of miniſters 
are not one and the ſame thing. Clemens Ro- 
manus ſays (, The apoſtles conſtituted their 
* firſt fruits (or firſt converts in any place) Bi- 
* ſhops, and Deacons, of thoſe that ſhould af- 
ce ?erwards believe.” So that; as one obſerves, 
<* the miniſtry in the primitive times, was be- 
ce fore churches (g). Conſequently, whatever 

| Eh right 

(e) Acts vi. 3; 6. 

(F) Ep. ad Corinth, 

(2) CamdwelPs Defence of an Ord. miniſtry. This is granted, 
as to the extraordinary officers ; but, notwithſtanding what Ce- 
mens R. ſays, a different order is ſuppoſed to have taken place 
in reſpect to the orflinary officers. See Dr. F. Owen's enquiry 
into the original &c. of churches, p. 1. chap. 3. However, as 
the form üf churches was confeſſedly incomplete without fixed of- 
ficers ; ſo, that the ordaining of them did not belong to the 
people, is evident from the reaſon and deſign of St. Paul's leav- 
ing Titus in Crete, Tit. i. 5. For, though it may be ſuppoſed, 
that there were no Preſbyters, or Biſhops in Crete, before he 
ordained them in every city; yet, if there was then a church in 
every city (which by the way is not certain) there was a ſufficient 
number, of private chriſtians, to have ordained Elders for them- 
ſelves, had the right of Ordination, been inveſted in the people. 
Again, Paul and Barnabas, where they travelled, ordained El- 


ders, in every church, Act, xiv. 23. This is predicated of the 
tauo apoſtles, and not of the people; as hath been obſerved before. 
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(23) I 


right of election the people might have, as to 
the particular perſons, whoſe miniſtry they choſe 
to attend ; the province of Ordination could not 
f belong to them. To whom then muſt the ad- 
miniſtration of this ſolemn rite properly belong? 
but to thoſe perſons, that are appointed, to ad- 
miniſter all other. ordinances in the chriſtian 
church. If any one require a ſcripture exam- 
| ple of Ordination, performed by the ordinary 
| officers, that ſucceeded the extraordinary ; let 
| him conſider, that, though the ſacred hiſtory 
| contains the 4s of the Apoſtles, it doth not 


* 
„ - 
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| deſcend ſo low as to record the as of their 
| ſucceſſors in the ſame manner, or with the ſame 
particularity. However, we have a plain ſcrip- 
ture inſtance of the Preſbytery joyning in the 
act of Ordination (); and this may well be 
thought a ſufficient warrant for the practice, 
Finally, ſince it is neceſſary, that proper 
perſons be ſet apart, for the work of the miniſ- 
try; it muſt be highly reaſonable, and requiſite, 
to ſet them apart, to the ſacred office in @ very 
L ſolemn manner, For, the more ſolemn, with- | 
1 out ſuperſtition, the better. Becauſe, the ſo- | 
1 lemnity of the action hath an apt tendency, to 


7 impreſs 

| | 

14 * (>) 1 Tim. iv. 14. N. B. To avoid the multiply ing of con ö 
1 troverſies, I purpoſely wave the queſtion, concerning the identity 


of Biſhops, and Preſbyters; which are names given to the ſame of- 

ficers in ſcripture. As xx. 17; 28. Tit. i. 5; 7. See Whitby in loc. 
? I ſhall only remark, that fince Preſbyters are admitted to lay on | 
= hands in epiſcopal Ordinations ; there ſeems fo” ÞE no very wide | 
5 difference between epiſcopal and preſpyterial Ordination, How- 
ever, my preſent deſign 16,15 indicate the practice of Ordi- 
| nation at large, without any farther regard to particular hypo- 
. theſes, than to inſiſt upon it as a clerical act. 
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_ Impreſs their own ſouls with a more lively ſenſe 
of the dignity , and importance of the miniſ- 


terial function; and at the ſame time to com- 
mand from others, that reſpect and veneration 
for the miniſterial character, which will natu- 
rally give additional weight and influence to 
goſpel miniſtrations, And certainly, the cure 
or the care of immortal ſouls (that awfull and 
tremendous charge !) cannot be undertaken b 

any man with too great ſeriouſneſs, and ſolem- 
nity. Who then, can be ſo blind, as not to 


ſee, or ſo diſingenuous, as not to acknowledge, t 


the reaſonableneſs, and propriety, of continu- 
ing the practice of Ordination in the chriſtian 


church, particularly, according to the form al- 


ready deſcribed? for, what can be more decent 
and ſolemn, or more ſuitable to the religious oc- 
caſion every way? Beſides, as it is an apoſ- 
tolical; practice, and appointment, on this ac- 
count, it juſtly challenges a ſpecial regard. 
Where the ſcripture affords us no light; we 
muſt, as well as we can, grope our way in the 
dark: but, to ſhut our eyes againſt the light, 
and chuſe to walk in darkneſs, is alike ungrate- 
ful and unwiſe, for, dangers there are to be 
avoided on both hands. On the one fide; a 
pious imagination is apt to be fruitful in holy 
inventions ; and, under the ſpecious pretence of 
decency, great ſuperſtition hath in fact, been in- 
troduced into the chriſtian church. On the o- 
ther ſide; perſons of a contrary temper, and 
complexion, are liable to run into the oppoſite 
extreme, of too little decent ceremony 1n —_ 
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(25) 
ſo ſolemn. and ſacred. In this caſe then, what can 


any prudent, pious, and conſcientious man do? 
but humbly and impartially enquire, how the 


firſt guides of the chriſtian church (thoſe bleſſed 


men, that were under an infallible guidance 
themſelves) acted, and directed others to act, 
upon the like occaſions? can any one be fo vain, 
or preſumptious, as to think, that he can form 
better rules, or follow better patterns, than thoſe 
of inſpired men? who were expreſsly commiſ- 
ſioned by Chriſt, to lay the foundation, and to 
ſettle the order, of his holy church; and have 
tranſmitted down to us an authentic account of 
their proceedings in the ſacred writings, for the 
benefit, inſtruction, and direction of chriſtians, 
through all ſucceeding ages of the world. Why 
then ſhould we depart from the model, which 
they have left us? and with what conſiſtency, 
can these do it, that profeſs to make the ſcrip- 
ture the rule of their religion ?—Let us make 
the ſuppoſition, for once, that we are not ſtrict- 
ly tied to ſcripture forms; but that the matter 
1s left to human diſcretion ; and it is not eaſy to 
conceive, what motive any perſons can have, to 
reject the uſual form of Ordination; but ſuch 
an affectation of ſingularity, as indicates neither 
that wiſdom, nor that gravity, which one 
would ever wiſh to find in all candidates, for 
the chriſtian miniſtry, 

If any oge now, had a mind to be captious, 
he might aſk, under what notion ought Ordi- 
nation to be practiſed? But, as there may be 
room here for different opinions, and eyery one 


D hath 


(26) 

hath a right to enjoy his o; ſoit is a queſtion, 
perhaps, of more curioſity than importance; 
which may ſerve for matter of ſpeculation, but 
hath no neceſſary relation to practice. For, if 
we are agreed, that the practice of Ordination 
ought to be continued; every perſon may be 
left to abound in his own ſenſe as to other 
points ; and yet all unanimouſly concur in the 
thing. 


Objefions anſwered. 


P OSSIBLY ſome ſingular people may 


obje& againſt the thing itſelf, both as to 
matter and form. And here 1 ſincerely declare, 


that Iam utterly at a loſs to know, and have 


long wiſhed to be informed, what wiſe reaſotis, 
or worthy motives, any ſerious and ſenſible man 
can have, to diſclaim Ordination, or to diſallow 
the continuance of it in the chriſtian church. 
Will it be ſaid, that the proper deſign of 


: Ordination, and particularly of the impoſition 


of hands herein, was to confer ſpiritual gifts ?” 
this, I know, hath been pretended ; but, how 
eroundleſs, and frivolous the pretence is, I 
leave all men to judge, by what hath been faid 
in the preceding diſcourſe. Can it be truly 
alledged, that Ordination was uſed in the time 
of the ale, only for ſetting apart the extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary officers in the church, or ſuch as were 
peculiar to that age? no: for, they ordained 
Elders in every church (i). And, who were 
theſe ordained Elders, or Preſbyters? but the 
ordinary miniſtefs, the ſtated Paſtors and Teach- 
ers; that were neceſſary to complete the form 
of the churches; and to whom the adminiſtra- 
tion of all ordinances for — future was com- 
mitted. 

Will any one pretend, „that none but apoſtles 
ordained? and conſequently, that the uſe of 
Ordination was to ceaſe, and expire with them?“ 
This pretence alſo is without any founda- 
tion. For, other perſons ordained by their ap- 
pointment ; e. g. Timothy and Titus, 

«© Well! but Timothy and Titus had the ex- 
traordinary ſpiritual gifts; and therefore, it may 
be urged, that none but ſuch gifted-perſons ad- 
miniſtered Otdination in thoſe days.” To which 
I anſwer ; if, this argument proves any thing, 
it will be in danger of proving too much; 
vz. that the adminiſtration of all ordinances 
ought now to be laid aſide, as well as Ordina- 
tion, Becauſe, the ſpiritual gifts were ſo com- 
mon at the beginning of the chriſtian church, 
for the divine confirmation of the chriſtian re- 
ligion, as that all religious miniſtrations might 
be performed at the firſt, by perſons ſo quali- 
fied. And, to put the matter upon the foot of 
a plain dilemma : either the ordinary and ſtated 
miniſters of the goſpel had hen the extraordi- 
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nary gifts; or they had not. If they had not 


the extraordinary gifts; then their Ordainers, 
whoever they were, did not confer the ſaid gifts 
upon them. Conſequently, as they did not re- 
ceive theſe gifts by their Ordination themſelves, 
it was no diſqualification in them, or, in any 
of their ſucceſſors, ſor ordaining others, if they 
could not impart the ſame gifts to them. On 
the other hand: if they had the extraordinary 
gifis (which, by the way, they might have, 
without receiving them at their Ordination) 
then it will follow, not only that Ordination, 
but all other goſpel-ordinances were adminiſtred 
at the firſt, by perſons endowed with the ſpi- 
ritual gifts. Therefore, if there is any weight 
in the argument, from the extraordinary gifts of 


the firſt adminiſtrators, againſt the continuance _ 


of Ordination after the age of miracles ; it muſt 
conclude as ſtrongly againſt the perpetuity of 
all goſpel miniſtrations whatſoever, But, this 
I preſume, would be carrying matters further, 
than any real friend of chriftianity can propoſe. 


Is there then any evidence from the nature of 


the thing, or any intimation in ſcripture, that 
Ordination ſhould be diſcontinued ; or, is there 
any hint in eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, that Ordination 
was diſcontinued, after the apoſtolical age? 
none at all: on the contrary, as both reaſon 
and ſcripture are ſilent upon this bead; ſo, 
whatever alterations may have been made as to 
other matters, Ordination hath ſtood the teſt, 
and had the vouge of all chriſtian antiquity. It is 


therefore no corruption, or ſuperſtitious invention 
. of 
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of later times; but, for any thing that ap- 
pears to the contrary, the practice hath con- 
tinued down from the beginning, through all 
ages, of the chriſtian church. Imperfect, in- 
deed, are the memoirs of the firſt ages; but, 
St. Cyprian ſpeaks of Ordination, as adminiſtred 
* according to the rule handed down from Gop 
&* himſelf, and from the practice of the apoſ- 
« tles (E).“ As for impoſition of hands, it 
ce was a ceremony variouſly uſed in the Old- 
e Teſtament, from whence it was tranſlated 
* into the New, and in the primitive church 
te uſed on ſundry occaſions, to no purpoſe here 
« to enumerate ; one . actions was Or- 
« dination of church-ofticers, wherein, I think, 

© jt was never omitted ;” ſays Lord King (I). 
And now, what in the name of modeſty, 
and good ſenſe, can be objected to this moſt an- 
tient, primitive, and apoſtolic practice? is it any 
impofition to inſiſt upon it in theſe days? or any 
infringement of the liberty of private judge- 
ment? by no means. Becauſe, as we have all 
a right to judge for ourſelves; ſo we are obliged 
to judge by that rule, which Gop hath giver 
us: and impoſition properly reſpects unſcrip- 
tural rites, and ceremonies. But, Ordination, 
as 


(4) Cyprian Epiſt. 67. 

% Enquiry into the conſtitution, Ec. of the chr. church. 
p. 1. Ch. 5. F. 14. This learned author had an eye to the 
ſtate of things in the three firſt centuries. Compare Bingham's 
antiq. of the chr. church, Book 4. ch. 6. S. 2.--- Cum manuum 
impoſitio nec, id eſt ritu plane creandi tune Judaico, & in chriſ- 
tianum dein, per omnia ſecula, detivato. Selden de /yned. lib. 
cap. 7. ſect 7. 
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as already deſcribed, hath been proved to be a 
ſcriptural rite, an apoſtolical practice and ap- 
pointment. 1 aherefore ſubmit it to conſidera- 
tion, whether %%, on the other fide, are not 
guilty of impoſition, who would diſpenſe with 
{cripture rites and rules, and are for impoſing 
themſelves upon the public, without complying 
with proper religious forms: for this evidently 
is an unſcriptural way of proceeding. But, when 
from an open negle& of goſpel- order, de- 
cency, and decorum, any perſons boldly advance 
to a down- right contempt of it, and turn it 
into ridicule; they ſeem to proceed from bad to 
worſe, and, I fear, add prophaneneſs, and impi- 
ety to their ignorance, and preſumption. 


. Bleſſed is the man, that walketh not in the 


counſel of the ungodly, nor ſtandeth in the 
way of ſinners, nor fitteth in the ſeat of 
the ſcornful. But his delight is in the law 
of the Lord, and in his law, doth he medi- 
tate day and night (m). 
After all, it may, perhaps, be alledged, e that 
« Ordination is a thing which hath been miſtaken 
and turned into ſuperſtition.” But may not the 
ſame remark be as juſtly made concerning o- 
ther ordinances of the goſpel? what then ? 
muſt they all be laid aſide? If any goſpel inſ- 
titutions or miniſtrations are miſtaken; let them 
be explained, that they may be the better un- 
derſtood : but let them not therefore, be whol- 
ly diſcarded, and quite aboliſhed, For, cer- 
tainly, the abuſe of a thing is no good argu- 
ment 


(n) P/al. i. 1, 2. 
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ment againſt the uſe of it —In ſhort: while ſome 
perſons expreſs ſo great a dread of ſuperſtition ; 
cannot but heartily wiſh, that they would alſo 
be upon their guard againſt the contrary 
extreme ; which may prove the more dange- 
rous of the two, and the more fatal in the iſſue 
to the ſacred cauſe of religion. To be plain, 
if the good chriſtian people are led, to con- 
ccive a better opinion of a young miniſter's 
parts, and piety, when they ſee him willingly 
and gravely ſubmit to the cuſtomary forms of 

Ordination; if by experience, they have in- 
wardly felt their own ſouls very ſenſibly affec- 
ted, when they beheld him receive Ordination, 
in the moſt humble and devout poſture, before 
a numerous aſſembly, with plain indications of 
a ſober, ſerious and ſelf-devoting frame of ſpi- 
rit in his whole behaviour, under an awful ſenſe 
of the great and weighty charge he is undertak- 
ing in the preſence of ſo many ſpectators; if 
the ſolemn tranſaction hath proved a mean, un- 
der the bleſſing of Gop, of fixing thoſe good 
impreſſions upon their minds, that diſpoſe them, 
to treat both him, and his miniſtry with more 
regard, and thereby contribute to his comfort, 
and uſefulneſs among them; in a word, if 
the whole religious ſolemnity hath an apt and 
proper tendency, under the divine influence, to 
engage both him, and his people more cloſely 
to their duty, to each other reſpeCtively ; _— 
call this ſuperſtition, if you pleaſe ; but if 7hzs 
be vile, let me be viler ſtill, Let miniſters of 
the goſpel remember the greatneſs of their 
| | Work, 


7 


> 
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work, and their weakneſs.together; and then, 
from a deep ſenſe, of their dependance on Gop; 
they will 1 conſent, but earneſtly deſite, 
to be reco ded to his grace in any way ; but 
more eſpecially in a ſolemn way; and moſt of 
all in ſuch a way, as the holy apoſtles, prophets, . 
and evangeliſts have conſecrated by their bleſſed 
examples; and which the wiſdom and piety of 


all ages hath approved, and practiſed, 


CONCLUSION. 


From this Eſſay may be deduced the follrwing 7 
particulars, to which, both miniſters of the 
goſpel, and their bearers, may attend, with a 


view of deriving thence, advantages to them- 
i.. 5 


1. T TENCE may be inſerred the excellency 
| | and v/efulneſs of a ſtanding miniſtry of 
the goſpel ; and conſequently, the ferict lte. 


tion, that lieth upon all chriſtian people, to enter- 
tain a very high and honourable regard for it. For, 
this inſtitution je derived from Chriſt and his 
apoſtles; and therefore, allowing, them to be, 
proper judges in the caſe (which, I hope is a 
reaſonable demand) the juſtneſs of the infe- 
rence cannot be diſputed, and much leſs diſ- 
proved. If a goſpel-miniſtry is deſpiſed by a ſet 
of men, who have little eſteem for the goſpel 
itſelf; we have no cauſe to wonder at it: nor 
need we be ſurprized at the rude and licentious 


freedoms 
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freedoms, that have been taken with the miniſ- 
terial character and order by ſome petulant writers, 
- who have at the laſt pulled off the maſk, and 
turned advocates for infidelity. But it is juſt 

matter of aſtoniſhment, if any true friend of 
_ chriſtianity, can conſpire with it's avowed ene- 
mies, in running down a goſpel-miniſtry, or 
treating ſuch an excellent inſtitution of Chriſt, 
with any degree of flight and contempt.— 
Had men any real reſpect, even for natural reli- 
gion, one would imagine, it ſhould be no diſ- 
pleaſing matter to them, if the Gop of beaven 
be publicly worſhipped and adored, at the leaſt, 
one day in ſeven, as the great author, and wiſe 
diſpoſer of all things. Bat, how could divine 
ſervice be duely, and regularly performed ? how 
could it be conducted with any decency, and 
' decorum ? to any advantage, or edification ;.if no 
proper perſons were appointed, to preſide in 
chriſtian aſſemblies, and to lead the public devo- 
tions ? Beſides ; if men would worſhip 
Gop acceptably, they muſt do it with ander- 
ſtanding ; and alſo take due care, that their lives 
and converſations agree to their religious profeſ- 
fions. It is therefore highly requiſite, that peo- 
ple be ſtatedly inſtructed in the knowledge of 
their duty, and frequently excited to the practice 
of it. Every man hath an immortal ſoul to 
fave, But, alas! how many have little capacity; 
and, it may be, lefSfnclination, or leiſure, to 
inform themſelves uſefully, in the great points of 


religion, -without proper guides and teachers! 
E —In 


| 
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Po virtue.— Let chriſtians, learn to entertain 


(34) 


In this cafe then, to call them off, once or 
twice a week, from the common affairs of the 
world, that they may converſe with Gop in a 
public, and folemn way; that they may medi- 
tate upon heavenly things ; that they may have 
the great principles, the important duties, and 
the weighty motives of religion opened, and 
applied to them: for one man to leave his farm; 
another, his merchandize ; and people of all 
ranks and conditions, to meet together in any 
convenient place of worſhip by ſcores, or hun- 
dreds at a time; jointly to praiſe Gop, and 
pray unto him, and hear his holy wword, and unite 
In all the offices of religion (under the guidance 
and direction of perſons devoted, and ſolemnly 
appointed, to the ſacred ſervice) humbly and 
rationally expecting the bleſſing of ALM1GnT 

Gop, upon his own appointments, and inſtitu- 
tions: Let common ſenſe and reaſon judge, 1 
this be not a proper mean, and a moſt expedi- 


tious method, under the divine benediction, to 


propagate moral truth, and righteouſneſs all 
round a neighbourhood, and to nouriſh univer- 
fally in the minds of men, a juſt and lively 
ſenſe of Gop, and religion.—But, is the ſuc- 
ceſs anſwerable ? there is reaſon to fear, it is 
not. However, the fault doth not lie in the 
inſtitution itſelf; which is plainly calculated in 
it's own nature, and happy tendency, to ſerve 
the moſt excellent purpoſes of chriſtian piety, 


becoming reſpect and regard for a goſpel] mi- 
| niſtry 
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niſtry; and, in conſequence of this, duely ho- 
nour, for their work's ſake, all the faithful mi- 
niſters of Chriſt of every denomination whatſo- 
ever. For, they all ſerve the ſame miſter, aim 
at the ſame end, and are engaged in the ſame 


bleſſed cauſe, we preach not ourſelves, but Ix- 


sus CHRIST the LORD, and ourſetves, your 
SERVANTS, for Teſus's ſake (n). 

2. Since the miniſters of the goſpel, are in- 
truſted with ſo ſacred an office; they mult lie 
under an indiſpenſable obligation to be diligent 
and faithful in the diſcharge of it. It greatly 


behoves every. miniſter, to execute his bigh 


truſt with the utmoſt diligence and fidelity. Be- 
cauſe he is ſolemnly devoted to the chridian 
miniſtry, as his proper work, and office, his 
very calling and profeſſion. It is his proper bu- 
ſineſs; and ſo, he is in conſcience bound to at- 
tend, and mind it above all other affairs; that 
he may act in character, and give a good ac- 
count. I from my heart wiſh, that miniſters 
would be ſenſible of the worth and value of 
thoſe dear immortal ſouls, which are com- 
mitted to their care, and charge, and for whom 
Chriſt ſhed his moſt precious blood! May the 


' love of Chriſt conſtrain them ! that as be died for 


all (o), they may uſe their beſt endeavours to 
fave all, both themſelves, and thoſe that hear 
them. Gop forbid, that through their neglect 


or miſconduct, any man ſhould periſh, for 


E 2 whom 
(n) 2 Cor. iv. 5. See Pyle in loc. 
(e) 2 Cor. iv. 14. 


* 
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whom Cbriſ died (p)! May they be pure from 
the blood, of all men; as St. Paul was (9) 
that ſo, if any periſh under their miniſtry, their 
blood may be upon their own heads: like thoſe, 
who deny the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themſelves fiſt de rut (7). 
—Let others boaſt, as much as they pleaſe, of 
an indelible De - and there fix all the me- 
rit of their office, if they have nothing better 
to recommend it (/). Sincere endeavours, a- 
lone, to promote the intereſt of truth, „ e 
and real religion, will ſtand the teſt, and 

the ſcrutiny of the laſt day. And, though, 
from what hath been ſaid, i appears, I think, 
with a ſufficient degree of evidence, that a re- 
gular admiſſion into the miniſterial office, is a 
thing very uſeful, and therefore deſireable; yet, 
after all, it may prove to belong rather to the 
ootward form, than to the real eſſence, of the 
miniſterial character (7). Truely, thoſe perſons 
are much to be pitied, who lay the whole ſtreſs 
of the matter upon a regular uninterrupted ſuc- 
ceſſion ; eſpecially, if this depends upon the 
private intention of the prieſt (w). For, upon 
this principle, my. can neicher ſatisfy others, 


nor 


i Gr. viii. 11. 

(Ad, xx. 26. 

e 2 Pei. ii. 1. 

(/) See Bingbam's ſcholaſtic hiſt, of lay baptiſm, 

- (*) Qui enim habet in ſe, quæ Paulus enumerat de Epiſcopo, 
eth non eſt coram hominibus Epiſcopus. Epiſcopus eſt apud 
Deum, etſi non per Ordinationem hominum ad eum gradum 
Pervenit. Origen. in Matth. Trat. 24. 

(aw) See the Reverend Mr. Mar ſden. The uncertainty of any 
true — or ſacraments in the Roman church. 
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(37) 
nor themſelves, of the Jawfulnefs, and validity 
of their own miniſtrations (as they love to ſpeak) 
until they have made out that ſucceſſion upon 
clear and certain grounds, and traced it down 
ſtep by ſtep, all the way from the apoſtles. But, 
In relation to this point, what ſays the preſent _ 
Biſhop of Wincheſter ? © It hath not pleaſed 
* God in his providence, to keep up any proof 
«of the leaſt probability, or moral poſſibility 
e of a regular uninterrupted ſucceſſion. But 
“e there is a great appearance, and humanely 


e ſpeaking, a certainty of the contrary ; that 


© this ſucceſſion hath been often interrupted :” 
with a good deal more to the ſame purpoſe (x). 
Wherefore, -let every miniſter prudently 
endeavour, as much as he can (and jointly con- 
cur with his brethren in the ſpirit of wiſdom 
and love) to preſerve order and regularity in the 
churches of Chriſt. For, miniſters ſerve a 
Gop of order, not of confuſion, But let him 
lay no more ſtreſs upon external forms, than 
the nature of the thing will bear, and the rea- 
ſon of the caſe may require. I humbly think, 
it ought to be their principal care, their higheſt 
aim and ambition, as I am very ſure, it will 
be their greateſt honour and ſatisfaction, to be 
ſerviceable to the ſouls of men, by training them 
up in knowledge and holineſs, for heaven and 
eternal happineſs, If it ſhall pleaſe Gop, to 
honour them ſo far, as to make them the inſtru- 


ments 
(x) Hao. Preſervative againſt the princip. & pract. of 
the Nonjurors. | 


\ 


638) 
ments of his own glory, in the falvation of 
mankind ; verily, they ſhall in no wiſe loſe 
| their reward, For, when the chief ſhepherd 
| all appear, ye ſhall receive a crown / glory, 
wich fadeth not away. (). 


(y) 1 Pet. v. 4. 


141 


2 


BOOK S Printed and Sold by 


J. Wav on, at the Turks Head in 
Lombard-Street. 


I. UROCLYDON: Or, the Dan- 

gers of the Sea conſidered and im- 
proved, in ſome Reflections on St. Paul 8 
Voyage and Shipwreck, As xvii. 


II. Liberty and Loyalty: Or, a Defence and 
Explication of the Subjection to the preſent Go- 
vernment, upon the Principles of the Revo- 


lation. 


III. Divine Oracles. Or, the Sufficiency of 
the Holy Scriptures, as a Rule of Religion, 
aſſerted, according to the ſixth Article of the 
Church of England. And the concurrent Teſ- 
timony of Scripture and the Fathers, in Be- 
half of Tradition, diſcuſſed. In Anſwer to a 
Book intitled a full, true and comprehenſive 
View of Chriſtianity, &c., during the Four 
Firſt Centuries — laid down in two Cate. 
chiſms, 


Theſe three by John Brekell, Author of the 


Chriſtian 4 arfare, &c. 


* 
4 oy 
- < 


N 


25 
— 


v i. : 
- * bd 
4 v5 *- 
pad 
«4 


9 5 n 
1 9 EIS * , 
ny ak . ut . 


. 


13 ee of e + 
WEE; 5 _anpexed. itical Hin | 


N * 
8 
= 

* 


2 


1 e Subjects, for the better Vader 

* & | -  PauFs Epiſtles. ge 39. „ 

3 RY Georg? Benſon, B n | 4 
"= 15 N., B. The Second Edition 5 3 
1 We i, d Para phraſe and Nö on. 1 
Se commonly called Catholic EA iy 7% A 


wt the Preſs,” bythe fame Auth, A, 
11 ermons on watious beer by Nai: © 1 
I 3 n DDD L 
bo Ft, The Credibility of aha, 8 . "Bd 
in ten Volumes, by the. tame Auth 18 
Sn, - 


7 . 
Be. 


: 
. 


Tt 125 VII. The Scriptural Doctring of 1 3 
bg 9 55 VII. Para brate with 3 RY Ph 50 5 | 
3 Women Fe which eos a Key 9 2 1 1 
e Apogee "a : 
1 the Goſpel Scheme, od the 55 | 
es! t AE have uſed. 1 in, 


amingd ; Nd, in relation to 87 SOR — 9 
Andthen to the Gcrifice of opt ſled Lord 5 £01 
4 * in. N * * ad 
3 5 Hebrew Concordance is 51 the” . 

XI. Motives to the Education of 'Chilldre 
\ Theſe laſt Ju by Mrs Ti ax of Nowwich, | 


A * 
N * 
* - * 
* 
» 4 * N r 
3s, 


1% ” ff 
- 5 | . — o 
* 46> 
* 7 . - 


[ 


BOOKS publiſhed by the late Reverend 
P. Do DD RID E, D. D. 


And fold by James WavGn, at the ER, | in 
22 Lombard. furtei. 


N. B. Thoſe marked with * are out of print. 


Ermons on the religious education of children, the 
hy 80 Edit. Price 18. bound. 

2. Free thoughts on the moſt probable means of re- 
viving the diſſenting intereſt.“ 

3. Sermons to young perſons on ſeveral ſubjects, the 
3d Edit. 1s. 6d. bound, © 

4. The cas of the ſoul, the one thing needful. 3d 
Edit. 4 d. 

5. The abſurdity and iniquity of perſecution for con- 
ſcience ſake, in all its kinds and degrees. 6 d. 

6. Ten ſermons on the power and grace of Chriſt, and 
on the evidences of his glorious goſpel. 2d Edit. 43. 

. Submiflion to divine providence, in the death of 
children, tecommended and inforced. 2d Edit. 6 d. 

8. The temper and conduct of the primitive miniſ- 
ters of the goſpel illuſtrated and recommended. 

9. Practical reflections on the character and tranſlation 
of Enoch, in a ſermon on the death of the reverend Mr. 
John Nerris. * 

10. A ſermon preached at Wellingboroughb, Nov. g. 
1748. on account of the late dreadful fire there, with an 
hymn proper to the occaſion, ' 6d, 

11. The neceſſity of a 2 reformation, in order to 
a _ -grounded bore of ſucceſs in war. 64d, * 

The ſeripture-doctrine of ſalvation by grace 
3 faith, illuſtrated and improved in two ſermons.“ 
RW Practical diſcourſes on regeneration, in ten ſer- 
mons, on the following ſubjects: I. The character of the 
unregenerate. 2. The nature of regeneration. 3. The 

neceſſity and importance of it, 4. The divine influences 
to produce it. 5. The various methods in which thoſe 
influences operate. 6. Directions to the awakened ſinner. 
7. An addreſs to the regenerate. 28. 6d. bound. 

14. The evil and danger of negleRing the ſouls of 
men. 69d, 

15. A charge delivered at the ordination of the reve- 
rend Mr., Jobn Jennings; at St. Toes | in ang 

WI 


"D . wiki dr De. SG, f 
* e the kame occaſion, by Dr. 


Feunings. * 


4 15, An 45 hy to a.late paraphſet, ontituled, Obriſae 
ty net founded on arguments Kc. In three Where to the” -.. 
2 28. ſtitched, * | 

Le pier of g Chriſtian religion: expreſſed a 2 
in , 0 and eaſy verſe, and divided into ſhort leſſons, for 
the uſe of Ittle children 2& dnn, d 

18. Compaſſion to the . ende and urged 
in a ſetmon preached at Northampton, 2 05 n In 
favour of a deſign then dn, do erect e rn 
mary there. 6d. 

19. A ſermon on tis e death of Col. Curd 66. 
20. A ſer mon preached at Northampton, February g 
1745 -6, on occaſion of the precipitate flight of the be 

from Sterling a few days before,” 6 d. 
2121. The-riſe and progreſs of religion in the ſoul, * 
luſt rated in à courſe of ſetidus and practical addreſſes, ſait- 
ed to:perohs of euery character and circumſtance, with 
u devout meditation to each chapterꝰ 80 5 8. 1238. 

22, The Family-expoſitor- in three volumes, quarto, 
Vol. I. and II. containing à paraphraſe and verſion of 
the four evangeliſts, diſpoled in order of an harmony, 
with critical notes, and a practieal improvement of each 
ſection. Vol. II. contains che acts of the apoſtles with 
critical notes on the harmony of the evangeliſts; and tp 
diſſertationis, 1. On Sir aur Netoron's ſyltem of the har- 
mony. z n the inſpiratiom dhe neu teſtament, with 

re to the whole. P | «1 k-x$4. 


. Se. for luring, by aig: 
tion in i Wepa quarto, bahn 
on the epiſtola the new e wich the 
book of the Revelat lle, conſiſting of 'a large paraphrafe 
on the whole. In which a new tranflation of the fa 
crepe text fro Fon 'the original will be . inſerted'in à A Hin 
charaftr : To which will be added critical rites, with. 
2 practical imptovemtnEvf each fection. "The copy was , 
.compleatly finiſhed. by the author in nis life- tima, and is 
printed for the benoft of his family,” Price * N 
Axteen ſhillings, en; in blue paper. N 1 
| . nr 7.4 3 a TIT 32 


Ju pu N, rler 


g it. 
r 


